Right atrial separation procedure for eliminating chronic atrial fibrillation associated with atrial septal defect.
Chronic atrial fibrillation (AF) had been documented in a patient with atrial septal defect for 7 years. A right atrial separation procedure was performed for ablation of chronic AF, concomitant with repair of the atrial septal defect, and followed by atrial electrophysiological mapping. A horizontal transectional incision extending to the borders of the atrial septum and the tricuspid annulus was made. Cryolesions of the atrial isthmus between the margin of the upper incision and the tricuspid valve annulus were created at -60 degrees C for 2 minutes at a time. After the operation, the patient had restored normal sinus rhythm during a subsequent follow-up period of 48 months.